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DITATION | SACRED GROUNDS
SPANISH MONASTERY

JANUARY 15

BLESSINGS BY REVEREND
PEYTYN TOBIN

JENNIFER AARON 0 MITCHELL
DENALI ALEXANDER RAISMAN

Doors 6:00 PM i 16711 W Dixie Hwy, North
Ceremony 7:00 PM Miami Beach, FL33160

Words from our President

Ms. Marjorie Dean

For 15 years the Ancient Spanish Monastery
Foundation/ASMF has fundraised to preserve the
historical buildings and gardens of South Florida's
most significant architectural gem, the Spanish
Monastery.

We deliver fun-filled educational community events,
labyrinth stewardship days, youth initiative volunteer
hour programming, NMB Library camp collaboration
seasons, NMB City meeting space and gatherings, and
private education tours.

Our community events showcase the grand splendor
of the Spanish Monastery’s Gothic and Romanesque
architecture and gardens, its Labyrinth, and ASMF’s
Garden of Light Contemplative Sculpture Park.

We continue to align ourselves with your vibrant
ideas and bring them to light with a cutting-edge
vision.

Your generous contributions fund our work and
dedication to your community. We rely on you .....

Gratefully,

Marjorie Dean, President







The Labyrinth Stewardship Program +pplauds the Ancient Sp:

“One of the oldest images of the mystery of life, death,
transformation, and return is the labyrinth...in which
we fear to lose ourselves.” - Edward C. Whitmont
A Guide to Walking the Labyrinth to Heal and Transform,
/by Lauren Artress A
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The Ancient Spanish Monastery Foundation initiated the

’ LABYRINTH STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM in December | ’ 7
2023, to maintain the Spanish Monastery’s ancientand 1 . A
. sacred Labyrinth built on its grounds, through labor, 2
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education, and preservation. ¥ R ==

Unlike a maze that is made to confuse, the ancient N o 5 3 &5
& labyrinth was created to open channels of anindividual's “q £ -3
V' unique energies, ecumenical, spiritual, psychological, V N —

meditative, cognitive, creative, visionary, and enable clarity

and grounding through the experience of walking it.

Come walk the Monasteries’ Labyrinth, take your shoes off, -
and be transported back to you! :




Volunteers Needed!
Labyrinth Stewardship Days @
The Ancient Spanish Monastery

Come and join us for a fun-filled morning where you
can de-stress, get some fresh air, and volunteer at the
gardens of the Ancient Spanish Monastery!

16711 West Dixie Highway, North Miami Beach, FL 33160
Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

e Jan3

» February?7

 March?7

e April4

e May2-NO LABYRINTH DAY
e June 6

e July 4 - NO LABYRINTH DAY
e Augustl

e Septb

e Oct3

e Nov7

e Decb

For more information contact Marjorie
| Dean @ 305-610-3567







COMMISSIONER PHYLLIS SMITH
LEGACY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD HONOREE

Phyllis S. Smith is a lifelong advocate for community, public service,
and environmental stewardship whose story is deeply rooted in
resilience and compassion. Born near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Phyllis
learned at an early age the critical connection between health and
nature. As a young widow, her mother, Gertie, made the courageous
decision to move her three children to South Florida so that Phyllis’s
severely asthmatic older brother could strengthen his lungs by
swimming daily in the ocean. Those sunrise mornings on the beach—
sharing breakfast beside warm saltwater—became a powerful lesson in
healing, perseverance, and the restorative power of natural resources.

That respect for the natural world runs through Phyllis’s family. Her
brothers devoted their lives to gardening, sustainability, and caring for
the land, values that continue today through the next generation. Even
during her own current battle with cancer, Phyllis draws strength from
nature, using fruit from her Synsepalum dulcificum, or “miracle fruit”

tree, a gift from her brothers, as part of her healing journey.

A resident of North Miami Beach for more than 55 years, Phyllis has
dedicated over 16 years to public service as a City Commissioner. First
elected in 2007, she served until 2020 and, at the urging of the
community, returned to office in 2022 for a new four-year term. Her
political journey began unexpectedly at age 60, after being dismissed
while speaking at a city meeting—an experience that ignited her
determination to ensure dignity, transparency, and respect in
government.
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HONORING
MAYOR MICHAEL JOSEPH ESQ.

Michael Joseph is an attorney and the Mayor of North Miami Beach,
recognized for his principled leadership, legal expertise, and
unwavering commitment to public service. He holds a Master of
Business Administration from Florida International University and a
Juris Doctor from St. Thomas University. Early in his career, Mayor
Joseph served with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services,
where he helped improve immigration application processes on a
national level. He is currently a practicing attorney and partner at
Galbut Walters & Associates, specializing in civil rights and land use
law.

Guided by strong Judeo-Christian values instilled by his parents—his
father a pastor and his mother a model of diligence—Mayor Joseph has
dedicated both his public and private careers to serving others. He has
sponsored immigration and expungement clinics and is frequently
consulted on U.S.-Haiti immigration and foreign policy issues
impacting the Haitian Diaspora.

Serving on the City Commission since 2018 and now as Mayor, he is
known for integrity, transparency, and inclusive leadership. His
accomplishments include returning the city’s water system to local
control, securing millions in public grants, expanding free
transportation services, strengthening ethics reforms, and helping
achieve an AA bond rating to spur economic development.

Mayor Joseph resides in North Miami Beach with his wife and their two
children, proudly serving the community he calls home.

CITY OF NORTH MIAMI BEACH
CHIEF OF POLICE - JUAN PINILLOS

Chief Juan Pinillos is a Miami native whose life and career reflect a
deep commitment to service and community. A graduate of Miami
Sunset Senior High School, he began his service in the United States
Army as an Infantryman, completing multiple tours before his honorable
discharge in 1999. In 2000, he continued his path in public service by
joining the St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office in Louisiana as a Sheriff’s
Deputy and Narcotics Detective.

Returning home in 2005, Chief Pinillos joined the Miami Shores
Police Department and, a year later, continued his law enforcement
career with the North Miami Beach Police Department (NMBPD). Over
the years, he excelled in roles including Road Patrol Officer, Field
Training Supervisor, K-9 Unit Supervisor, Special Response Team
member, and Honor Guard member. Promoted to Sergeant in 2013 and
Captain in 2016, he led key units while earning his Bachelor of Science in
Criminal Justice Management and completing advanced leadership
programs such as the Southern Police Institute and the FBI Trilogy.

In 2020, he was promoted to Major, overseeing core divisions, critical
incidents, and emergency operations for the City of North Miami Beach.
A longtime mentor with the Police Athletic League, Chief Pinillos
remains dedicated to youth engagement, community partnerships, and
public safety.

He is a devoted husband and proud father of four daughters,

embodying integrity, leadership, and service.





















TheAncient Spanish
Monastery
Weddings & Receptions

Whether you dream of a traditional, contemporary,
non-denominational, inter-faith or civil ceremony, the
wedding staff at the Ancient Spanish Monastery will
help you create your own unique memorable wedding
service with beauty, warmth and grace.

For more information on our Chapel Weddings,
Garden Weddings, Receptions, or Photo shoots
please contact Carolina Del Vecchio
Manager of Wedding & Events
Carolina@SpanishMonastery.com (305) 945-1461
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The Church of G
N St. Bernard de Clairvaux 1%

'/ Whoever you are, and wherever you find yourself |
on your journey of faith, there is a place here for
you at The Ancient Spanish Monastery.
Mass times
8:00 am - English
10:15 am - English
12:15 pm - Spanish

i

www.spanishmonastery.com or call (305) 945-1461

for an updated schedule of operating hours.
We are always closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. ﬁ
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